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You are precious in My eyes

All of us have the opportunity to expand our hori-
zons, thanks to our Lord. At Seishin, we aim to
provide the best environment to support female

&
=
it -
students' advancement into scientific careers.
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Seishin Girls' High School Notre Dame Seishin Gakuen

Super Science High School

MEXT designates high schools that emphasize science, technology and math education as "Super Science
High Schools" (§SHs). SSHs are undertaking research and development of innovative curriculums with
emphasis on science, technology and mathematics study and effective ways of collaborating with universities

and research institutes.

SEISHIN
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General Concepts of Seishin English Education

Seishin Junior High School and Seishin Girls’ High School have three objectives to have students learn in English education.

1 To develop a multi-cultural understanding, and to B P Py V.
cultivate respect for others =" === §
Through language study we increase students’ multi-cultural = =
understanding, which allows students to be open towards the ‘iﬁu j = e
world and work for the benefit of others. -l' aq ﬁ ﬂﬂ
2 To develop the ability to express oneself in English = [ re— -

Language is a tool for expressing oneself. Communication is
the ability, not only to express oneself in a way that others will
understand, but to understand what others want to say as well.
Through presentations, discussions, debate and public
speaking, we develop the ability to communicate.

3 To raise women who can participate actively in all
fields as cosmopolitans

We encourage students to participate actively in all fields with
self-confidence, a strong mind, and a sense of responsibility ‘
in contemporary society. Poster presentatlon at Gyeongnam Science High School Korea (2011.8.2)

A big challenge: English debate in the Sciences

answer sessions were open for them to cooperate as a team.
They enjoyed having the free cross-examination to challenge their
opponents using detailed evidence. Through their teamwork and
great effort students grew and changed.

At the debate on June 25, 2011, each student played her own role in
a clear voice, with poise, and with a lot of confidence. This is the end
product of all their hard practice speaking aloud.

The objective of our debate is not just to help students think about
an issue from both sides, but also to help them speak confidently

Oral communication class

Cross-examination period

Speaking with confidence. Speaking with confidence is a big
challenge in the Practical English class (Jissen Eigo) this year. The
main reason to set this objective was to encourage students to speak
loudly, clearly and confidently, because some of them were afraid to
speak out their own ideas and opinions in front of others. On their
way to becoming mature adults, it is inevitable that students must
learn to speak in their own words, whether it is in Japanese or English.
Having confidence causes a dramatic change, which makes students
more open to others and more open to the world around them.

For this challenge, our English debate was organized with a lot of
small steps. First, we chose a resolution encompassing both
biological and ethical view points: "Japanese people should have
a license to keep pets." Students prepared well according to a
cross-subject curriculum, including a guest lecture from a pet
welfare volunteer.

During the research, we placed the importance on finding evidence
to strengthen their arguments. Students became more confident
after finding effective, persuasive evidence.

After making their constructive speeches, students' interest in
debating and their topic started to grow. However, while they
became used to spontaneous communication in Japanese, doing
the same in English was quite different and difficult. Progress was
slower for the students. This is why students had to prepare their
arguments for the debate in English. Nonetheless, they
persevered. Because they were competitive, the question and

and logically in English, even preaail
though their English is not E

perfect. =\ X

Students strongly wish to
continue debating, so we will do
another debate. This time we will
focus more on rebuttal skills and
appropriate responses in English
to keep communication going
through logical interactions. We
believe it will be a great help for |
students in the future.

Student presenting data

Student taking questions from the audience
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